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House of Burgess: More 
alternative history 


White House lists 78 'under-reported' attacks 


By Rob Burgess 
Tribune columnist 


Covering first the candidacy, and now presidency, of Donald Trump means 


constantly being told easily disprovable lies, or “alternative facts.” 


“The White House released a list of 78 terrorist attacks in response to an 
assertion earlier in the day by President Trump that the ‘very dishonest 
press’ often doesn’t report on them,” reported The Washington Post’s John 


Wagner and Philip Rucker Feb. 6. “The list, which includes domestic and 


overseas incidents, starts in September 2014. It includes some very heavily 


covered news events.” 


I wrote extensively about several of the attacks the White House listed as 


“under-reported”: 


e Jan. 9, 2015 Porte de Vincennes, Paris siege: Jan. 14, 2015 column, 


“Not afraid - Je suis Charlie” 


e Nov. 13, 2015 Paris attacks: Nov. 18, 2015 column, “Paris and return of 


‘whataboutism’”; Nov. 25, 2015 column, “Debates before and after Paris”; 


and Dec. 2, 2015 column, “Syrian refugees feed homeless” 


¢ June 12, 2016 Orlando, Florida nightclub shooting: June 15, 2016 


column, “Gun shares up after Orlando” 


Even of incidents I didn’t cover, none could be described as “under- 
reported.” Did anyone not hear about the May 3, 2015 Curtis Culwell 
Center attack, at the Prophet Muhammad cartoon exhibit in Garland, 
Texas? Or the July 14, 2016 Bastille Day attack in Nice, France? Or the Dec. 
19, 2016 Christmas market attack in Berlin, Germany? If you were unaware, 


blame yourself. They were covered. 


As I wrote in my Feb. 8 column, “Administration’s alternative history,” 
Trump (and later confirmed by press secretary Sean Spicer) started Black 


History Month by saying long-deceased abolitionist Frederick Douglass was 


doing “an amazing job and is being recognized more and more.” Counselor 
to the president Kellyanne Conway mentioned a fake “Bowling Green 


massacre” in no less than three interviews. 


(As it turns out, there was a Bowling Green Massacre committed by 
religiously inspired refugees in New York, just not the one that exists in 
Conway’s vivid imagination. “The real Bowling Green Massacre occurred in 
1643 during what was known as Kieft’s War, and was perpetrated by white 
Christians,” reported Theresa Braine of Indian Country Today Media 
Network Feb. 4. “The Governor of New Netherlands Willem Kieft, sent 
European soldiers to move against two camps of refugee Natives, overriding 
the direction of his ruling council and the general sentiments of the 
colonists. ... Approximately 80 defenseless Lenape were slaughtered in the 
Pavonia Massacre near what is now known as Pavonia, New Jersey on the 
other side of the Hudson River, and 30 more in the encampment at 


Corlaer’s Hook on Manhattan Island.”) 


Now Spicer has followed Conway’s lead and invented historical events. 


“Spicer has repeatedly pointed to Atlanta, along with San Bernardino and 
Boston, as one of three U.S. cities that have been attacked by Islamist 
terrorists to argue that the Trump administration needed to act quickly to 
prevent another attack in the future,” reported The Daily Beast’s Patricia 
Murphy on Feb. 8. “There has never been an Islamist terror attack in 


Atlanta. ... Atlanta was not on the White House’s list.” 


After being called out, both Spicer and Conway now claim they “misspoke.” 
Spicer now claims he meant Orlando. Many Americans seem to have only 
heard the misstatement, which seems to be precisely the point. Democratic 
polling firm Public Policy Polling surveyed 712 registered voters Feb. 7 and 
8. Even with a 3.7 plus or minus percent margin of error, the results were 


staggering. 


“By a 51 to 23 margin Trump voters say that the Bowling Green Massacre 


shows why Trump’s immigration policy is needed,” read a Friday release. 


The administration’s lies are sinister because his supporters believe them. 


Rob Burgess, Tribune city editor, may be reached by calling 765-454-8577 


and via email at rob.burgess@kokomotribune.com. 


